CHAPTER 7

QUALITY ASSURANCE GUIDELINES FOR PATHOLOGY IN CERVICAL SCREENING

Responsible: Austria (R. Horvat), and overall responsible Prof. Schenck

Participants: Spain (V. Herreros), Hungary (M. Bodo), UK (J. Jordan), France (J.-J. Baldauf)

Aim

This part should provide guidelines for appropriate macroskopic description and microscopic examination of cervical specimens based on adequate standardized technical labaratory procedures resulting in accurate pathological diagnosis. These diagnoses shold provide sufficient therpeutic and prognostic information for patient management.  

Staff involved

From the Institute of Clinical Pathology, Section of Gynecopathology and Cytopathology Dr. H.G. Wiener and Dr. P. Birner will contribute to the work of that chapter of the guidelines.

Content

7.0 Executive summary



Introduction


7.1
Cervical biopsies

7.1.1
Indication


Positive Cytology

Suspect Cytology

Suspect Colposcopy (Leucoplacia, Condyloma, Polyps)

7.1.2
Diagnostic goal
Histological evaluation of suspect lesions

Resection of small lesions

7.1.3
Technique
Macroscopic description

Serial sections


7.2
Endocervical curettage 

7.2.1
Indication




Suspect glandular cells in cervical smear
7.2.2
Diagnostic goal

Histological evaluation of 

· endocervical neoplasms

· endometrial carcinoma involving the cervix

· remnants of CIN

7.2.3
Technique (Serial sections)


7.3
Cone biopsy
7.3.1
Indication




Diagnostic evaluation and clarification of positive cytology

7.3.2
Diagnostic goal




Diagnosis and treatment (resection) of neoplastic lesions

7.3.3
Technique
Knife conisation

Laser conisation

LLETZ (Large Loop Excision of the Transformation Zone)

· Macroscopic description

· Adequate orientation of cone specimens to define resection margins prior to paraffin embedding

· Serial sectioning

· Immunohistochemistry to support diagnosis of microinvasion or vascular involvement

7.4
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Time schedule

January 2003: 

Dr. Horvat in cooperation with Dr. Wiener and Dr. Birner will produce a first outline of the chapter to be distributed to the respective participants. 

February 2003:

The intention is to present a first draft of the chapter at the workshop meeting in Munich 24. – 25. February 2003. This should be the bases of further personal discussions needed for an improved scond version.

April 2003:

The second version will then be presented to the editorial board and the Coordination centre. 

