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CHAPTER 3  Methods and Techniques of Cervical Screening

Responsible. Belgium (Marc Arbyn), and overall responsible Prof. Schenck

Participants: 
Belgium (Dr. Arbyn), Sweden (Prof. Dillner), Italy (Dr. Ronco, Prof. Segnan), France-Str (Dr. Baldauf), Germany (Prof. Schenck), Portugal (Dr. Real), Holland (Dr. Klinkhamer), Finland (Dr. Anttila), UK (Dr. Jordan), France-Lyon (Dr. Weiderpass), CH (Dr. Tötsch)
Sub-chapter responsibles:

Belgium (Dr. Arbyn, chap. 3.4, 3.5), Sweden (Prof. Dillner, chap. 3.2), Germany (Prof. Schenck, chap. 3.3, 3.7), UK (Dr. Jordan, chap. 3.6), France-Lyon (Dr. Weiderpass, Dr. Clifford, chap. 3.8)
Aim

The chapter will update the "methods and techniques of Cervical Screening", taking into account the information available from the chapter 3 of the old European Guidelines. It will form links with chapters 4, 5 and 6 that will cover quality assurance and quality control in screening laboratories, laboratory practice guidelines (chap. 6) and certification (chap. 6).
Content
The methods and techniques of Cervical Screening, taking into account the information available from the chapter 3 of the old European Guidelines".. It assess the level of evidence concerning accuracy of the Pap smear (the current standard screening test) and potential alternatives or adjunct screening tests.  Screening frequency and target age groups will be defined (in accordance with chapter 2). It will further describe the technical issues that contribute to the quality of the screen test: collection, transport of material to the laboratory, processing and interpretation of the screen test and finally the reporting of the result. The uniform reporting of cervical cytology will be addressed.
3. 
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3.0
Executive summary


3.1 
Introduction 


3.2 
HPV Sweden, Feedback: Italy, Belgium, France-S, CH

3.3
Pap test U. Schenck, Feedback: Belgium

3.4
Thin-layer cytology Belgium, Portugal, Holland, France-S, CH

3.5
Other techniques (automated screening) Belgium, Finland
3.6 Colposcopy  UK, Portugal 
3.7 Comparison of Methods andTechniques U. Schenck

3.8 
European definition of terms France-L (ENCR, CaMon)?

3.9 
Tables

3.10 Bibliography


Appendix 1:
Best practices for HPV 


Appendix 2:
Best practices for colposcopy 

Appendix 3: 
Collection of adequate Pap smears


Appendix 4: 
Processing of cellular material in the laboratory and



microscopic interpretation of Pap smears


Appendix 5 
Propositions for a European cytological reporting system. 

Staff involved
Network members from Belgium, Finland, France (Lyon/IARC), France (Strasbourg), Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, and from Switzerland (associated partner). A small group should develop propositions for a European cytological reporting system.  Question: Can the group designed for pathology be charged with this issue (See chapter 7, appendix 1: European terminology for Pathology).
4 External experts: E. McGoogan (Scotland), NN.

Time schedule 

February 2003:   Identification of key references, existing guidelines, policy papers will be performed in January and February 03.  All participating members will contribute to this activity and send their references and documents to M. Arbyn and Co-ordination Centre.  A bibliographical list will be created on the web-site 

http://www.cancer-network.de/cervical/

March 2003:  Review of existing systematic reviews and meta-analyses concerning liquid based cytology.  Completing with newest published material. 

Processing of key literature. 

March 2003: Presentation of current state of chapter 3 by chapter- & sub-chapter leaders. Development of drafts by sub-chapter leaders: 

April 2003:

Discussion of drafts with network members HPV-meeting organised by Prof. Dillner in Malmö, 26th of March 2003 (sub-chapter HPV).  See working plan prepared by J. DILLNER.

End of April 2003:  First draft of CH3, sent to participating network members. Consultation with external experts. Processing the feedback from network members.

May 2003:
Development of draft 2 of chapter 3.

June 2003:  Presentation of the draft 2 of chapter 3 to network members at the Helsinki meeting.

June to September 2003: integration of Chapter together with other chapters of the Guidelines

September 2003:  Discussion with all network members of the release of the integrated Guidelines draft (Munich meeting).
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