CHAPTER 4/5: Laboratory guidelines and quality control for cervical screening

Responsible: Netherlands (P. Klinkhamer)
Participants: Germany (U.Schenk), Italy , Spain, Austria, Belgium, Finland, Portugal

AIM:

The organisation of the cervical screening, and the tasks, requirements and responsibilities of the laboratories in different countries in the EU differ tremendously. It is the task of this chapter to provide clear and universally applicable set of criteria that describe the basic requirements by which laboratories should comply, and describe minimal quality control measures that should be provided for.

STAFF INVOLVED

The first draft of the guidelines will be made be the chairman of the group in cooperation with his colleague from the University of Nijmegen Hans Bulten. Secretarial support will be given by the secretarial staff if the university. Dr. Klinkhamer would like to request assistance of two external experts (if possible) namely Dr. T. Hanselaar(Amsterdam, The Netherlands) and Dr. E. McGoogan (Edinburgh, Scotland).

CONTENT

The proposed content of chapter 4 (to be amended by other members of this group):

· Executive summary

· Introduction

· Personnel and organisation

· Final responsibility

· Responsibilities for quality control

· Requirements for screeners

· Teamwork*

· Social skills*

· Requirements for pathologists

· Requirements for administrative personnel

· Professional certification

· Material requirements

· Building and rooms

· Instruments/microscope

· Working conditions

· Laboratory procedures and protocols

· Drafting new procedures

· Auditing

· Handling and analysis of cervical smears

· Laboratory preparation

· Assessment of the smear

· Stepwise screening

· Initial assessment

· Smears qualifying for a second screening assessment

· Smears qualifying for assessment by cytopathologist

· Consent*

· Archiving

· Requisition forms

· Smears

· Reports

· Recording of results

· Laboratory management system

· Authorisation of reports

· Laboratory response time

· Communication

· Patients*

· Other laboratories

· Smear takers

· Gynaecologists

· Health authorities

· Quality control

· Follow-up procedures

· False negative detection

· Patient recall

* Initial draft text to be provided by Greece-O and Greece-A

TIME SCHEDULE

1. 24 January 2003: Comments for the suggested table of contents and proposed time schedule should be in.

2. 10 February 2003: First draft of chapter to be supplied to all chapter members

3. 20 February 2003: Deadline for written feedback of the first draft

4. 24-25 February 2003: Discussions during workshop in Munich

5. 15 March 2003: New draft to be presented to chapter members

6. 4 April 2003: Deadline for comments on second draft

7. 18 April 2003: Final draft to workgroup members.

8. 25 April 2003: Final draft ready

9. 30 April 2003: Presentation to co-ordination centre

